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“A GRATEFUL NATION” (H20-H) PRESS RELEASE 
 

There is a growing sentiment of gratitude across America for our men and women who have put it all on 

the line for our Country.  They are our Veterans.  They have served America in a number of ways, in a 

number of places at home and abroad. 
 

Most have sacrificed much; some until death.  They are, in large part, responsible for the very Freedoms 

we enjoy as Americans living in a land of opportunity. They are our Heroes and it is our turn to show our 

gratefulness.   
 

With our growing gratitude, there is an emergent understanding of the impact of combat and war on our 

Veterans; understanding their resulting needs is also increasing. We are realizing the changes that take 

place in these men and women as they attempt to transition back into life after military combat.  
 

My name is Doug McFarlin and I served in the United States Navy during the Vietnam War. After the 

war, I returned home to St. Louis Missouri and became a coach and youth advocate with AAU and 

USATF Track and Field. Two years ago I turned my focus and my resources to the needs of Veteran 

homelessness. 
 

Many of today’s returning veterans face tremendous challenges when transitioning to post-military life. 

Many are faced with the challenge of finding housing. 2009, in the first ever Veterans report on 

homelessness, report that on any given night, nearly 76,000 U.S. veterans were homeless, while at least 

136,000 veterans spent at least one night that year in a homeless shelter, according to statistics compiled 

by the Veterans Administration (VA) and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

More recent statistics reveal the numbers of homeless Veterans has increased significantly.  
 

We also understand that every life sacrificed produces a population of widows and orphans that require 

our gratitude, sympathy and support. Our veterans and military families “deserve to share in the 

opportunity they bravely fought to protect.” The time to stand with our Veterans and military families is 

here- TODAY.  We are one Family, under one Flag.  We are one Nation under God. Everything we have 

and everything we are, we owe to our Heroes.  We owe our Freedoms and Opportunities to our Veterans. 

We are "A Grateful Nation" and Our Freedom Is Not Free.  
  

We have developing plans to end Veteran homelessness and we need your help. And we thank you in 

advance for standing up for our Veterans. Together I know we can help them meet and overcome their 

challenges in their transition back into civilian life.  
 

The campaign is “A Grateful Nation” and we will launch under the product banner Honor 2 Our Heroes 

(H20-H). Our product is bottled water and will soon be on shelves in stores where you shop daily.   
 

90 cent of every dollar earned will be used to provide our Veterans with Move-In-Kits (MIK).  The 

attachment identifies the items that will be available to our Veterans when he/she receives housing.   
 

God bless you!! 

 

E. Douglas McFarlin 

Chief Executive Officer 
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